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WOMANHOOD DOES NOT COME CHEAP 


an interview with Crickett 





= 

Crickett is a transsexual born and talking with her mother, who decided 
raised in a Catholic Bethlehem family. that Crickett could live her life how- 
She was the eldest son of five children. ever she wanted, just not under the 
The head has known 'woman' as long same roof. Crickett's brothers and 
as lcan remember. However it didn't sisters were more understanding but 
register as a child that I was different. "' she ended up moving to another city 
She felt two commitments growing up. and not speaking to her family for 
One was to be the first in her family three years. 
to graduate from high school. The By this time, Crickett had tried 
second was to serve in the military. out all the labels and roles: male and 
She enlisted in the navy as a sailor. male, male and female. She knew the 
After her honorable discharge, and difference between gay, transvestite 
after coming out in a Boston drag bar and transsexual. "I became the reign- 
as a queen, she returned home with ing queen in this town for five years. 
"platinum hair and hormone tits. My But when you're at the top, there's no 
family had their jaws to the floor," place to go but down. What happens 

Since her father couldn't handle to burned out, aging queens? Few 
the situation, Crickett spent three days continued on page 3 

The February meeting of Le-Hi- February 26 at the Unitarian Church 
Ho, Inc., will be the annual business in Fountain Hill, two blocks south of 
meeting and election to the Board of the 1500 block on Broadway on 
Directors. This is an especially Lechauweki Avenue. The meeting 
important meeting as it will be the starts at 2 p.m. and there will be a 
first business meeting held since the social hour afterward. 
incorporation of Le-Hi-Ho this past This will be the last meeting with 
year. This is the time when all of you Ed as President of the Board, Ed was 
who have been asking the question, president during two of the most 
What canI do for Le-Hi-Ho?" can momentous years in Le-Hi-Ho's 
come and vote for thae who will be history. He has given countless 
directing it during the next year. Four hours of volunteer time supporting 
directors seats will be open. the gay community. Thanks Ed, you 


The meeting will be Sunday, did a great job. 
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Byline 


One of the major gay images is 
that of the beautiful youth. It was 
for such a youth that the aging writer 
Aschenbach died in Death in Venice. 
The Roman Emperor Hadrian erected 
a city to his youthful lover, when 
Antinous killed himself at the age of 
21 to prevent growing old. Even the 
gods were not safe. Zeus took 
Ganymede as his lover. Quite often 
these youths achieved mythical status, 
becoming godlike themselves, often 
of virgin birth. Jung described this 
arche-type as the eternal youth, the 
boy never wanting to grow up, an age- 
less Peter Pan. 

Moravian history contains a re- 
markable example of this youth: Chris- 
tian Renatus Zinzendorf, the only son 
surviving to maturity of Count Zin- 
zendorf, founder of Bethlehem. 
Christian Renatus never left Europe, 
but for a short time exercised a pro- 
found influence on Moravian history 
later called the ''Sifting Time." 
Christian Renatus was also gay. 

Of course, the terms "gay" and 
"homosexual" did not exist in the 1700's, 
Still, consider how he was described, 
He was said to have "all the ardor 
without the virility" of his father. He 
was "flighty, '’ eccentric’ and had a 
one-sided childhood because ''so many 
women were around him.'' He seldom 
played with other boys and gained 
mystical leanings from his mother. 

He spoke of "'conjugal intercourse with 
the Man" (Christ). ‘Instead of showing 


a normal interest in the opposite sex, 
he sublimated this into an abnormal 
religiosity. 

He was theatrical by nature, pre- 
senting elaborate and expensive re- 
ligious festivals. At the age of 21, 
Christian Renatus became co-elder of 
the Single Brothers' Choir, where he 
became the "object of their unmitigated 
devotion. '' He became "intimately 
devoted'"' to one man in particular, who 
called him Herzel, or little dear heart, 
a term of endearment between lovers. 

From his birth, Christian was 
guided in the role of a "religious wonder 
child, '' taking to extremes, his critics 
said, Reformation teachings of the 
Atonement. This was the essence of 
Christianity for Zinzendorf, the fact 
that Christ suffered and died for man- 
kind, not the resurrection. The major 
symbol of this sacrifice was Christ's 
bleeding side wound, 

Out of this, Christian developed a 
sensuously erotic faith: ''One passion 
only do I have; Tis He and none but 
He.'' Christ was the Bridegroom, 
Christian Renatus the Bride. 

It was Zinzendorf's increasingly 
literal emphasis on the blood and 
wounds of Christ, as well as his 
extravagent financing of religious 
theatricals, that led to the disbanding 
of his European commune. Rebuked 
by his father and broken in faith, he 
died at the age of 25, a Moravian 
martyr to the men who loved him, 
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"Womanhood" cont. 


survive past 30. They don't grow old 
gracefully. ' 

Crickett lived a dual identity 
playing two roles. ‘'The female part 
was avery smart woman, strong, very 
glamorous. She could also be hard, 
bitchy, soft, tender, loving, caring; 
constantly in competition with herself 
and other queens.’ The male side 
faded into the shadows and "didn't 
want to be recognized. I disguised 
myself in sunglasses and hats. I didn't 
want to be seen as a man.'' It was 
embarrassing! 

Being a transvestite was simply 
not enough because it's a male imper- 
sonating a woman, ''getting off on the 
make-up and clothing.'’ But when those 
came off, ''You're stuck with an 
appendage I felt didn't belong there. "' 

What Crickett was gradually coming 
to face was ''the most courageous 
decision a person has to make about 
their sexuality: not being satisfied 
with the way they were created. "' 

Thus began a 13 year search for the 
right doctors and psychiatrists to help 
her. There also began years of saving 
up for the operation, which eventually 
cost $25,000. She travelled the country 
following leads given by other trans- 
sexuals, going to Florida, Chicago, 
Colorado, Los Angeles, even Mexico. 
"It was a rough road, I didn't think it 
was fun but it strengthened my char- 
acter and broke through a lot of cul- 
tural barriers," 

She ended up coming back to 
Allentown, taking diet pills in the 
morning, Valium in the afternoon and 
sleeping pills at night, overdosing 
twice. She credits her recovery to 
Robert Csandl and Ria Feller at Con- 
front and Richard Csandl at Keenan 
House. Both agencies were and con- 
tingue to be very supportive of her. 
They helped her see "it was decision 
time.'' She either had to be a trans- 


vestite or a transsexual. ''This time 
it was go for it." 

It turns out that Crickett found the 
best psychiatrist, Dr. Shamai and the 
best gynecologist, Dr. Reninger, right 
back in Allentown. Dr. Mary Cochran 
of the Eromin Center in Philadelphia 
helped Crickett locate a surgeon in 
New York City (Queens, actually), 
where the major surgery was done in 
1982, 

Crickett started working as a 
woman with Confront, whose insurance 
plan helped pay the medical bills. She 
started taking estrogen daily and having 
facial hair removed with electrolysis, 
200 hairs from each square inch of 
skin. ''It's like being tatooed with 
electricity. "' 

Then it was time for the operation. 
"Tl remember thinking in the hospital 
room the night before, 'Is this what 
you really need to make you complete? 
To lead a happy and successful life as 
a working, social, sexual woman?'" 
She decided, ''I'm going to get what I 
need to get done." , 

After the operation came more of 
learning what it meant to be female. 
There's no book to teach you. It's 
acquired,'' It's also different from 
being the ultimate drag queen. Some 
transvestites are an "insult to women. 
A transsexual is already in her mind a 
woman so now it was time to become 
part of womanhood, "' 

Crickett had surgery done on her 
cheeks, lips, breasts and eyes, in 
addition to her vagina. Yet being a 
woman is more than physical appear- 
ance. "I missed the girl's locker room. 
I'm learning the dating game." 

Learning this has meant reeval- 
uating her place in the gay community. 
To remain in it completely would make 
her little more than a sexually frus- 
trated fag hag. Although her roots are 
in gay bars, Crickett does go to 








Mon., Tue. & Thur. 
1/2 price till 11:00 


Wed. 1/2 price till 12:00 
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An Interview with Crickett cont. 


straight bars. ‘It's like starting a 
brand new life." 

'There have been difficulties with 
men who can't accept where I've been 
and who I am now. How do you dump 
that on a man? I've found that honesty 
is best, but you don't say that to any 
man, only to a man who is starting a 
serious relationship." If it does cause 
a problem, Crickett knows the burden 
is ''on him. I know who I am and 
where I'm going. " 

Crickett also mixes with women. 
"Tl have several close female friends. 
We talk about 'God damn men; they're 
all the same!...''' Her one taboo 
with women is to never "let a man 
come between a friendship. Friend- 
ships are too difficult to come by. 
Men are a dime a dozen.'' Yet she 
admits that "quality men are few and 
far between. "' 

Another support has been other 
transsexuals. Crickett says there 


are six she knows of in the area. Her 


family has also grown more suppor — 
tive. A recent card from them said 
boldly, Happy Birthday, Daughter." 
It took the females of the family, her 
sisters and mother, to help convince 
the males to accept her. 

To any person who thinks he or 
she may be transsexual, Crickett 
advises them first to look in the mir- 
row. ''The mirror tells you all. 

You cannot be a truck driver with 
muscles and wear a size 10 dress 
well. You must have some female 
attributes.'’ Next, get in touch with 
Confront and Eromin. ‘Begin here, 
not chasing all over the U.S. like I 
did, "' 

"The life I led took guts and 
determination to know what I wanted 
to do, Thank God for the ability and 
strength to go out there and get what 
I needed. I was pleased to find this 
world does have some caring people, 
agencies and doctors that allowed 
my dream to come true," 





. - »-A January airing of the PBS show 
Sneak Previews showed just how inex- 
pert some experts can be. The show 
discussed the burgeoning number of 
films made by female directors. One 
example of their influence was said to 
be the increasing sexualization of men, 
that women directors were able to see 
men as sex objects the way male 
directors had seen women, 

This might be true if the male 
directors were all straight but it just 
t'lain't so. Gay directors have been 
exposing men since the silent movie 
days. An example is the silent South 
Seas island film, Tabu, made by the gay 
German director F. W. Murnau. In it, 
almost naked men are photographed run- 


ning through the surf. A modern ex- 
ample is the beach rowdiness of young 
males which suddenly turns remark- 
ably erotic in Visconti'’s Death in 
Venice, 


The point of only women knowing 


how to make men look erotic on the 
screen is doubly insulting when 
realizing that at least two of the female 
directors mentioned are lesbian, 

» « » Lhe new show on PBS's Master- 
piece Theatre, The Irish R.M., is 
taken from a novel written by Somer- 
ville and Martin, a Victorian writing 
team. Allistair Cooke was candid in 
his explanation that Somerville and 
Martin were two woren who met in 
Paris, realized their mutual interest 
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Newsline cont. 


in writing, among other things, then 
wrote together 13 novels in 25 years. 
They lived together for 30. 

When it became known that the 
writers were women, a reporter asked 
them how two writers could come up 
with one book. Sommerville replied, 
She's blue; I'm yellow; together we 
make green, "' 

After Martin's death, Somerville 
continued to write, affixing both names 
to the finished products. She died in 
1946 at the age of 88, 


. - » Kevin Burrill of the National Gay 
Task Force has been asked by Le-Hi- 
Ho to present statistics compiled on 
anti-gay violence gathered from its 
national anti-violence hotline. He 
will meet with the Lehigh Valley Task 
Force Against Violence on March 2, 
Members of the Task Force besides 
Le-Hi-Ho include Confront, Turning 
Point and the Allentown Police Depart- 
ment. 

That evening, Kevin will speak to 
the community on anti-gay violence at 
7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Church in 





Calendar 


February 26: Le-Hi-Ho. Annual 
business meeting and election of 
officers. Please attend to vote or 
be nominated. 2 p.m., Unitarian 
Church, Fountain Hill. 


March 12: Last day to register to vote 
for the April primary election. 


Fountain Hill. A social hour will 
follow. This will be an important 
issue for the community to be in- 
formed on, 

The previous Wednesday, Burrill 
will have met with the Governor's 
Council on Sexual Minorities in 
Harrisburg to discuss setting up a 
statewide gathering system for anti- 
gay violence statistics, which Le-Hi- 
Ho will be helping with. 

Le-Hi-Ho is interested in getting 
testimony from victims of anti-gay 
violence, especially against teenagers, 
to present to the Task Force. 
Identities will be kept confidential. 

If you would like to help, please con- 
tact Le-Hi-Ho by writing P.O. Box 
1003, Bethlehem, PA 18016. 

. . .A Board of Directors for the 
Lehigh Valley Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center was elected at a 
public meeting on January 19, 1984. 
The Board met on February 2 to elect 
general officers and appoint stand 
committee, building search, finance 
and membership. More on this next 
month. 





To register contact your county 
courthouse or the registration 
tables in the bars. 


March 2: Kevin Burrill of NGTF will 
speak at the Unitarian Church in 
Fountain Hill on anti-gay violence 
7:30 p.m. The public's welcome, 





cost is $3 for one month. 





Classified 


Friends /Women. 


Classified ads are limited to 25 words. The 
Buy three months 
ard get the fourth month free. We reserve 
the right to refuse and edit ads. Help 
Wanted ads must be non-sexist and non- 
racist. Ads are accepted in the following 
categories: Help Wanted, For Sale, For 
Rent, Personal, Roommates, Friends/Men and 


A mail forwarding service is availabie 
for an additional $1 per issue. We will 
give you a number and forward mail to you 
once a week in a sealed tusiness envelope. 

To answer an ad with a number, write it 
on the envelope along with the addrese: 
P.O. Box 1003, Bethlehem, 18016. We will 
forward it free of charge, confidentially 
and unopened. Please use a personal sise 
envelope. 
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BRIAN E. FOLEY 
Public Accountant 
Accounting and Bookkeeping Services 


1240 Turner St. 215-434-9852 
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Donald Graves M.S. 





A new support group for men under 35 
is now forming. 


867-7286 


* x Natural FoodsCafe ** 


Fish, Poultry, & Vegetarian Cuisine 
22 W.Fourth St. Bethlehem B65 : 





WHAT'S 


The 





sett GCOO prey 


5 South 8th Street, Allentown, Pa. 432-3878 








§ 4s arestaurant dedicated to nutritious 

coop food and good taste. Delicious 
vegetarian and meat pita sandwiches, 

homemade soups, salads and Quiches are just a few of our 


menu features. 





also offers the largest selection of 
H en-Dazs ice cream in the Lehigh 


The 
Scoop 
Valley. Design your own sundae or try 


a sinfully rich "CHOCOLATE FREAK OUT", 








S§ is conveniently located in downtown 

coop Allentown a few steps south of 
Hamilton Mall on 8th Street, Enjoy 

a leisurely lunch beneath our sidewalk canopy or take 


advantage of our fast take out service when you're in 


a hurry. 
WINTER (10/31 to 4/14) SUMMER (4/15 to 11/1) 
Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
11-9 11-7 11-7 11-9 11-7 11-5:30 Le t-9 


: 


MLD COO Prwrwirr 


5 South 8th St., Allentown 432-3878 


FREE 


for Eat-in or Take-Out 





Soup or Salad 
with the purchase of 
any Pita Wedge 





